THE  MATERIALIST CONCEPTION  OF  HISTORY
always and everywhere war is waged between the elder
and the younger generation, though their interests are
very often opposed to each other, they also have many
common interests,  interests which are so strong that
this war is interrupted by constant truces and that always
and everywhere there exist separate federations between
the parties.    This, however, is the case in many other
conflicts.   When we consider two nations with conflicting
interests, there may be a state of latent and, at times,
open war between them.   Nevertheless they have a good
many common interests, there exist commercial relations
and  private  friendships,  and  intermarriages  between
their citizens.   To a much larger extent friendly relations
of many kinds will be found to exist among members
of the different classes.    In general, between nations,
classes,  generations and  individuals,   it  is  sometimes
the  common  interests  and  at  others  the  conflicting
interests which turn the scale.   At least, it has been so
until now.    There have always been times when the
causes of discord, as conflicting interests, or rather con-
flicting opinions as to their interests,1 prevailed and all
corq.mon interests were forgotten.   These were the cases
in which a war broke out between nations or a revolution
made class struggle acute.    For obvious and natural
reasons it is the common interests which usually prevail
in the struggle between the generations, and an actual
outbreak of violence is possible only in individual cases,
1 Everyone knows that opinions may differ as to what are the interests
of an individual, a class or a nation. Errors, false calculations and, above
all, misleading influences which may arise from certain individual or class
interests, play an important part in determining these opinions. We
shall examine this problem more closely in a future work. It is usually
neglected and writers are wont to speak of the interests of an individual,
of a class or of a nation as if no doubt could exist as to what these interests
were.
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